
STANDARD GENERAL NOTES 
 
 

1) All work shall conform to the latest edition of APWA Standard Specification for 
Public Works Construction (Green Book) and the City of Martinez Standard 
Special Provisions and Standard Drawings. 

 
2) The Contractor shall comply with All State, County and City laws and 

ordinances relating to safety and character of work, equipment and labor 
personnel.  This shall include, but is not limited to, the shoring of trenches, the 
ventilation of confined spaces, conformance to the WATCH manual for traffic 
control including the provision and maintenance of barricades, and the 
preparation of a traffic control plan as required. 

 
3) A City encroachment permit is required for any work within the existing City 

right-of-way. 
 

4) Prior to the start of work, the Contractor shall arrange for a pre-construction 
meeting with the City, the Design Engineer, Soils Engineer, Utilities and other 
required individuals or public agencies.  Contact City Construction Management 
Department at (925) 372-3596 at least two working days prior to the start of 
work. 

 
5) All construction and grading operations shall be limited to weekdays (Monday 

through Friday), 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

6) The Contractor shall maintain access to all property adjacent to the work 
throughout the period of construction. 

 
7) The Contractor shall verify the exact location of existing utilities and shall notify 

Underground Service Alert at (800) 642-2600 two working days prior to 
commencement of any excavation. 

 
8) Utilities shown on the plans are for information only and based upon available 

data.   Any utilities exposed or damaged by the Contractor shall be repaired by 
him at his expense. 

 
9) The Contractor shall post emergency phone numbers for the City Public Services 

and Police Departments and the Contra Costa County Consolidated Fire District. 
 

10) The Contractor assumes sole and complete responsibility for the job site 
conditions at ALL times.  The Contractor shall provide adequate liability 
insurance to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City of Martinez and its 
employees from any claims or damages that may arise from this construction. 

 



11) The Contractor is responsible for arranging for all required inspections.  The 
presence or absence of a City or other inspector will not relieve the Contractor of 
full responsibility for the proper performance of work. 

 
12) Any conflicts with the design or any changes to the plans shall be submitted to 

the Design Engineer and authorized by the City before continuing with work in 
that area.  Major changes shall require a plan revision and minor changes shall 
require a plan change authorization from the City. 

 
13) The Contractor shall remove and dispose of all surplus excavation materials and 

debris from the site and shall maintain the site in a neat and orderly condition. 
 

14) Any public or private property damaged by the Contractor or any Sub-Contractor 
shall be restored to its original condition at the Contractor’s expense.  All public 
improvements for the project that are damaged or displaced shall be repaired or 
replaced by the Contractor at his expense prior to acceptance by the City. 

 
15) All utilities that lie within the street right-of-way, including mains and laterals, 

shall be installed prior to final street subgrade preparation.  The City 
Construction Management Section shall be notified in writing by the owner, or 
accepting agency, of each utility installation beneath the area to be paved that the 
installation has satisfactorily passed final acceptance tests prior to paving. 

 
16) The street structural section shall be determined by the traffic index specified by 

the City and from “R” value tests taken by the Soils Engineer at City specified 
locations (500’ maximum intervals) after streets are rough graded.  Prior to 
compaction tests and placement of base rock, the street section and subgrade 
condition shall be firm, hard and unyielding to the satisfaction of the City 
Engineer. 

 
17) An Erosion Control Plan shall be submitted to the City Engineer for review and 

approval by September 1.  The approved Plan shall be in effect from October 1 to 
April 15 in accordance with Section 15.04.165 of the Martinez Municipal Code 
and the applicable standards. 

 
18) The City Engineer and Design Engineer shall approve all forms and grades prior 

to any concrete pour.  Minimum one working day prior notice is required, and no 
concrete shall be placed within two hours of sunset or during inclement weather. 

 
19) Sewer laterals and water services shall be installed in separate trenches with 5’ 

minimum horizontal spacing. 
 

20) All utility trenches shall be backfilled at 95% relative compaction per City 
Standard Drawing S-11. 

 



21) Street lights shall be energized and all traffic signs including “no parking” signs 
shall be installed prior to issuance of first occupancy permits. 

 
22) The Contractor is responsible for matching existing streets, surrounding 

landscape and other improvements with a smooth transition.  Paving conforms 
shall be made with a smoothly trimmed butt joint without overlapping existing 
pavement. 

 
23) The concrete Contractor shall verify locations of all driveways, sewer and water 

laterals before pouring the curb.  A stamped “S” and “W” shall be marked on the 
curb for lateral locations after concrete is poured. 

 
24) The City shall be provided with “as built” drawings on photo mylar (4 mil), 

including all changes to the project, prior to final acceptance and release of 
securities by the City. 

 
25) Protection of street monuments and roadway markers: 

The Contractor shall not destroy, remove, or otherwise disturb any existing survey 
monument, survey markers, or other existing street or roadway markers without 
proper authorization from the City.  No pavement excavation shall start until all 
survey monument or other permanent marker points that will be disturbed by the 
construction operations have been identified and properly referenced for easy and 
accurate restoration.  All survey monuments, survey markers or points disturbed 
by the Contractor shall be accurately restored at the Contractor's expense after all 
street or roadway work is complete. Survey monuments shall be reestablished by 
a registered land surveyor or registered civil engineer in accordance with state 
law. 

 
26) The applicable Standard Details include but are not limited to: (list Applicable 

Details) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
GRADING NOTES 

 
 
 

1) Grading operations shall be conducted in accordance with Appendix “J” of the 
Uniform Building Code as amended by Section 15.04.150 of the Martinez Municipal 
Code, these plans, the recommendations contained in the project Soils Report, and by 
the City’s Consultant Soils Engineer. 

 
2) The project Soils Engineer and/or the Design Engineer will be responsible for on-site 

inspection and quality control of grading operations.  All revisions must be approved 
in writing prior to construction by the project Soils Engineer and the City Engineer 
prior to continuing with work in that area. 

 
3) The Contractor shall obtain a Grading and/or Site Development Permit from the City.  

Contact Public Works Department at (925) 372-3596 at least two working days prior 
to commencement of work. 

 
4) All grading work shall require certification by the project Soils Engineer and Design 

Engineer to ensure that elevations, offsets, earthwork, and soils compaction are done 
in accordance with the plans and the soils report.  The pad area shall not vary from 
the design elevation by more than 0.1 foot at any spot. 

 
5) The Contractor shall protect adjacent properties in a manner that will prevent 

sloughing or any encroachment.  This may require fencing and/or barriers to be 
provided.  Grading on adjacent properties will require written authorization from the 
property owner with a copy furnished to the City prior to commencing such work. 

 
6) The Contractor shall control the dust resulting from his operations through watering 

or other suitable methods on the site and haul routes. 
 
 



 
WATER AND SEWER NOTES 

 
 
 
1) The Contractor shall notify the appropriate Water District of any work in the vicinity 

of existing water mains, and obtain specific approval to proceed.  Extreme care must 
be taken not to disrupt water service.  Work on water mains must be done under 
District supervision with the necessary permits.  All work shall be designed and 
installed per the Standards and Specifications of the appropriate Water District. 

 
2) Sanitary sewer materials and methods of construction shall conform to the Standards, 

Specifications and Detail Drawings of the appropriate Sanitary District.  The 
Contractor shall obtain a sewer construction permit from the District office prior to 
commencing work. 

 
3) The Contractor shall notify the appropriate Sanitary District office two working days 

prior to requiring inspection services. 
 
4) Fire hydrants and locations thereof shall be shown on the plans and approved by the 

Contra Costa County Consolidated Fire District. 
 
 


